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Abstract: This study examines the socio-economic and environmental impacts of land 

acquisition under the Panipat thermal power station, Panipat in Haryana. The field survey   

shows that the development has been done at the cost of long term socio, economic and 

environmental impacts on the rural people; include loss of land, loss of means of livelihood, 

disruption of economic activities, persistent land related conflicts, inadequate compensation, 

severe environmental degradation, health problems and many other social problems. The 

study reveals that the quality of land deteriorated due to ash, dust and waste water released 

by the thermal power project. The environmental pollution effected health of people 

negatively. Our current development paradigms need to be rethought and restructured.   
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INTRODUCTION  

Land is one of the four factors of production (other three being labour, capital & 

organisation). Among these four, land is the most important segment as it is a scarce factor 

it can be neither increased nor decreased by human efforts and on the other because of the 

rising population the demand for the land is ever increasing (Birdar, 2011). Due to chronic 

poverty, widespread unemployment, inequality (economic and social), poor basic facilities 

and regional imbalances; establishment of large development projects are considered as a 

vital economic necessity and the perennial source of economic development. These new 

projects require large parts of non-developed land. Availability of such land near big cities is 

not possible which means that most of the planned projects have to be setup in rural or 

semi-rural areas. In such areas, which mostly comprise villages, the main occupation is 

agriculture and the main source of income is land. This is where the need of agricultural land 

acquisition comes in. The inherent characteristic linked with any developmental process is 

change of ideas, value system, mode and technique of production. The process of 

development activities has been characterized by two aspects of economic and human 

behaviour; one is positive aspect which leads economy on the path of economic 

development, raising the living standard of the people and other is the negative or darker 

one, leading to suffering, misery, displacement and economic degeneration. Land 

acquisition, either for state sponsored development or for private business projects, the 

socio- economic impacts are undoubtedly wide and far-reaching. Farming does not make 

peasants rich, but it generates sufficient income to support a minimum level of livelihood 

and security. Without appropriate training and skills in managing their lump sum payment 

and without appropriate investment channels, it is common for peasants to end up with no 

land to farm, no income stream to support themselves and no job skills to compete in tight 

urban job markets (Ding, 2004). The above factors explain why people are ready to face the 

bullet to save the land, even though real wages and agricultural profitability are at an all 

time low level and declining day by the day. 

 The Tata Nano Project in Singur, West Bengal, Gujrat Industrial Development Corporation at 

Sanand, Posco project in Orissa, Reliance Power’s Dadri  project, Uttar Pradesh, Sterlite 

Industries project in Orissa, and Tata Steel project, Arcelor Mittal projects, Coca-Cola, Enron 
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and the Yamuna Expressway Projects in UP, are the innumerable examples of agitations by 

the farmers against land acquisition.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

the objectives of the study are to identify and evaluate socio-economic and environmental 

impacts of land acquisition; to analyse the utilisation of compensation money and to study 

the changing current occupation patterns and new employment opportunities.  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The present study is based on primary as well as secondary data. In order to find out the 

empirical information, a sample survey has been carried out. A sample of 150 land acquired 

households from three major land acquired villages namely Khukrana, Sutana and Assan 

Khurd under Panipat themal power station of Panipat district has been taken randomly. 

Personal interview method has been adopted to elicit the needed information. The analysis 

was done through the diagrams, tabulation and percentage techniques. Secondary data has 

been collected from various sources like Statistical Abstract of Haryana, Haryana 

Government Gazette, office records of project and Revenue & Land Acquisition departments 

and other journals & magazines etc.    

Haryana: Haryana is one of the fastest growing economies in India. Haryana is agriculture 

dominated small state but one with locational advantage, has been a favourite destination 

for investment by private developers and industry. It is one of the first few States with the 

highest per capita income in the country. The state is riding the wave of high demand for 

land from private sector for industrial model townships, industrial parks, technology cities 

and public private partnership projects. Also, it is a much sought-after destination for 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs). The state has many mega industrial projects like Maruti 

Udyog Limited, Hero Honda, Modi Alcatel, Escorts, Sony India, VXL India, Whirlpool 

Industries, Wipro Ltd., Perfitti India, DCM, Benetton, HMT Ltd., National Fertilizer Ltd., 

Indian Drugs & Pharmaceutical Ltd., Bharat Electronics Ltd., IBPL, Oil refinery set up by 

Indian Oil Corporation etc.  

Panipat: This city is popular in the country by the name of ‘City of Weaver’. It is situated on 

Shershah Suri Marg (now known as Grand Trunk road or National Highway -1), 90 KM north 

of Delhi. It is a city of textiles and carpets. It is the biggest centre for quality blankets and 

carpets in India and has a handloom weaving industry. Panipat city is the biggest centre of 
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"Shoddy Yarn" in the World. Panipat also has heavy industry like the Indian Oil Corporation 

refinery, the National Fertilizers Limited plant and the Panipat Thermal Power Station. 

The Panipat Thermal Power Station (PTPS): It is under Haryana Power Generation 

Corporation Limited and is a cluster of eight individual units with total installed capacity of 

1367.8 MW; about 8 km west of Panipat city on Panipat-Jind Road (about 8 km from Panipat 

town and 100 km from New Delhi). The PTPS complex comprises the power plant, colony for 

staff, ash dykes, identified area for greenbelt and is spread in more than 2425 acres of land 

taken from the neighbouring villages.  

FIELD ANALYSIS 

Comparison of land holdings; before & after land acquisition: Land holdings play an 

important role in determining the socio-economic status of any family in the rural area. The 

overall scenario of land acquisition went against small farmers and came in favour of big 

farmers. Many small farmers became landless after land acquisition as they spent the 

compensation money for paying agricultural & other credit dues, new house building, bank 

deposit for long term usage etc. but could not able to buy new agricultural land as the 

amount left after these expenses was not sufficient enough for purchasing land.  

Table 1: Comparison of land holdings; before & after land acquisition 

Sr. 
No. 

Land Holdings in 
Acres 

N=150 
Before Acquisition After Acquisition Change 

1.1 Zero  0 (0) 9 (6) 9 (6) 
1.2 0.1-1 23 (15.3) 36 (24) 13 (8.7) 
1.3   1.1-2.5  29 (19.3) 21 (14) -8 (-5.3) 
1.4 2.6-5 43 (28.7) 38 (25.3) -5 (-3.4) 
1.5  5.1-10  36 (24) 32 (21.3) -4 (-2.7) 
1.6  10.1-25  17(11.3) 12 (8) -5 (3.3) 
1.7 25.1 and above 2 (1.3) 2 (1.3) 0(0) 

        Source: Field Survey 

For Panipat Thermal Power Station; land acquisition had been started from year 1973. At 

that time farmers were not much aware about the land prices, future prospects of the 

development plans in the area and the forthcoming effects of the thermal project. The 

compensation given to them was not sufficient for purchasing equal or more area of land to 

that of land acquired. Simultaneously the long term effect of air and water pollution 
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Figure 1: Comparison of land holdings; before & after land acquisition 

reduced the productivity and cultivable area. The credit bound farming practices and long 

term health related medical expenses brought down the economic conditions of farmers in 

Panipat, ultimately reduced the land area per farmer. In Panipat, 6% respondents became 

landless and the number of respondents with less than one acre increased by 8.7% while 

farmers having 1.1-2.5 acres, 2.6-5 acres, 5.1-10 acres and 10.1-25 acres decreased by 5.3%, 

3.4%, 2.7% and 3.3% respectively and the number of farmers above 25.1 acre remained 

same. The land acquisition divided society into ebullient nouveau riche and jobless landless 

labourers. The property rich and cash poor became cash rich and property poor (Sharma, 

2008).   

Comparison of occupation pattern: Looking at the overall scenario of occupation pattern in 

these villages, it was clear that before and after land acquisition, agriculture remained major 

occupation i.e. 75.3% & 48% respectively but after land acquisition there was steep 

decrease 27.3% of families dependent on agriculture as main occupation. With the 

establishment of new projects in these areas, the population density increased, this led to 

more demand of milk and poultry products. The respondents said that there was increase of 

dairy farms but no such response was seen for poultry farms (which require more 

investment and knowledge of the subject matter). 
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Table 2: Comparison of occupation pattern 

Categories Before 
Acquisition 

After 
Acquisition 

Change 

2.1 Agriculture 113 (75.3) 72 (48) -41 (-27.3) 
2.2 Dairy & Poultry( Commercial) 8 (5.3) 15 (10) 7 (4.7) 
2.3 Agricultural labour and work 10 (6.7) 7 (4.7) 3 (-2) 
2.4 Non agriculture labour & work 3 (2) 13 (8.7) 10 (6.7) 
2.5 Private job 5 (3.3) 15 (10) 10 (6.7) 
2.6 Government job 4 (2.7) 9 (6) 5 (3.3) 
2.7 Business/self employment 3 (2) 6 (4) 3 (2) 
2.8 Skilled labour 3 (2) 11 (7.3) 8 (5.3) 
2.9 Other occupation 1 (0.7) 2 (1.3) 1 (0.7) 

    Source: Field Survey 

Some of the respondents said that state government has been providing various schemes 

related to livestock. The number of respondents dependent on dairy and poultry as main 

occupation increased from 5.3% to 10%, this was almost double. Agricultural labour and 

other works related to agricultural activities in these areas decreased from 6.7% to 4.7%. In 

this area the construction work has remained for years that created huge demand for non 

agricultural labour and work, it increased from 2% to 8.7%. The land acquisition reduced the 

status of excellent farmers as temporary unskilled landless labourers (Guha, 2007). More 

and more opportunities in terms of private jobs arose from service, manufacturing and 

other sectors, this increased from 3.3% to 10% in Panipat i.e. almost three times. There was 

growing unemployment among youth and the companies were giving preferences to the 

outsiders, these outsiders were creating many kinds of cultural and insecurity problems for 

villagers. There was significant increase in number of families dependent on government 

jobs; it increased from 2.7% to 6% i.e. more than double. 

The business/self employment opportunities in these areas also grew parallel with the 

development, some of the respondents used compensation money for developing business, 

this increase was from 2% to 4% i.e. double. Business/self employment in all segments has 

risen in the sectors like construction material, furniture, general stores, electrical appliances, 

services, auto machinery, heavy vehicles, water supply tank, heavy machinery, hotel, 

restaurant, house rental, property dealership, tuitions, educational and vocational 

coaching/training centres etc. The need and demand of skilled labour in these projects has 

grown very fast; some of the unemployed youth developed their skills to en-cash the rising 

demand of skilled labour in the industries. This was truer for the youth whose education and 
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skills were not up to mark to do business and get higher jobs in government and private 

sector. There was considerable increase from 2% to 7.3% i.e. almost four times in number of 

families dependent on skilled labour as main occupation. All the other occupations showed 

increase from 0.8% to 1.3%. The above table clearly shows that diversification in occupation 

pattern has developed in the study areas; most of the respondents had the view that in long 

run this diversification in occupation pattern would shift from farming to other segments.   

Utilisation of compensation money: In Table 3 an attempt is made to quantify the pattern 

of utilization of the compensation money received by the sample households in the study 

area. It should be mentioned that all the households have utilized the money more ways 

than one. We have found 7 categories of utilization of compensation money by the 

households and 9 categories of compensation money received by the households in the 

study area. But as the households have spent the money in more than one utilization 

category so any row total is a result of the addition of the same household more than once  

Table 3: Utilisation of compensation money 

Compensatio
n category in 
lakhs 

Number of 
Respondent
s  
 

Number of respondents under various categories of utilisation of compensation 
amount (percentage of respondents in each category) 
Purchase of 
agricultural 
land/ land 
developme
nt 

House 
building/ 
residenti
al plot 

Domestic 
consumptio
n 

Social 
function
s 

Bank 
deposi
t 

Business/ 
self 
employme
nt 

Educatio
n 

0-1 34 
(22.7) 

15 
(44.1) 

19 
(55.9) 

26 
(76.5) 

11 
(32.3) 

16 
(47.1) 

5 
(14.7) 

7 
(20.6) 

1-2 31 
(20.7) 

19 
(61.3) 

16 
(51.6) 

20 
(64.5) 

8 
(25.8) 

6 
(19.3) 

3 
(9.7) 

3 
(9.7) 

2-3 27 
(18) 

24 
(88.9) 

13 
(41.9) 

15 
(48.4) 

11 
(35.5) 

5 
(16.1) 

2 
(6.4) 

4 
(12.9) 

3-4 22 
(14.7) 

20 
(90.9) 

9 
(40.9) 

11 
(50) 

6 
(27.3) 

3 
(13.6) 

4 
(18.2) 

4 
(18.2) 

4-5 8 
(5.3) 

7 
(87.5) 

3 
(37.5) 

2 
(25) 

1 
(12.5) 

2 
(25) 

1 
(12.5) 

2 
(25) 

5-6 11 
(7.3) 

10 
(90.9) 

4 
(36.4) 

3 
(27.3) 

1 
(9.1) 

4 
(36.4) 

2 
(18.2) 

2 
(18.2) 

6-7 7 
(4.7) 

6 
(85.7) 

3 
(42.8) 

2 
(28.6) 

2 
(28.6) 

3 
(42.8) 

1 
(14.3) 

2 
(28.6) 

7-8 6 
(4) 

6 
(100) 

2 
(33.3) 

1 
(16.7) 

0 
(0) 

3 
(50) 

1 
(16.7) 

1 
(16.7) 

8 & above 4 
(2.7) 

4 
(100) 

1 
(25) 

0 
(0) 

0 
(0) 

1 
(25) 

1 
(25) 

0 
(0) 

Total 150 
(100) 

111 
(74) 

70 
(46.7) 

80 
(53.3) 

40 
(26.7) 

43 
(28.7) 

20 
(13.3) 

25 
(16.7) 

Source: Field Survey  
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under different categories. As a result, sum of all the row totals is not equal to the total 

number of households in our sample. Each column total represents the actual number of 

households out of 150 under any particular utilization category.  

Out of 150 respondents; highest 74% reported that they have purchased land from some or 

full amount of compensation money, second largest number of respondents i.e. 53.3% has 

spent money for domestic consumption, followed by 46.7% spent money on house 

building/house repairing, 28.7% have deposited one part of that money in bank, while 

26.7% households spent money on social functions like marriages and other ceremonies, 

13.3% households invested some part of money in business activities and 16.7% 

respondents invested in their children education.  

This study clearly shows that highest number of households has spent compensation money 

on productive purposes like purchasing of agricultural land, house building, education, 

business activities etc. It clearly came out from field survey that more than 55% of the 

investment done by most of the farmers was on purchase of land, the money spent on other 

activities was on need basis and was less than 45% of the total compensation amount. Some 

people utilized the compensation amount in gambling, drinking and exhausted it without 

any productive returns thus putting their families in miserable conditions. The land prices in 

nearby areas rose steeply and quickly, so small farmers were not able to purchase land. Big 

farmers purchased large areas of agricultural land. Most of the farmers improved and 

upgraded the infrastructure and facilities in their houses. Medium farmers opted for 

diversification in occupation pattern for livelihood; they tried to manage by investing in 

land, livestock and in small businesses also. Small farmers invested more amount in 

education as they were left with no option but to invest on education of children for their 

better career prospects.  

Impact on farming and other agricultural activities: Table 4 shows impact of land 

acquisition on farming and other agricultural activities such as quality of land, 

modernisation & mechanisation of agriculture, loans & credits, agricultural income and 

livestock income. The land acquired for Painpat thermal plant was cultivable and was in 

good productive conditions. The land purchased by respondents from the compensation 

amount in nearby or other areas, was also almost of same or low productivity to that of land 

acquired. But the quality of land and its productivity surrounding the thermal plant project 
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deteriorated due to ash, dust and liquid waste from the plants; only 20.7% farmers said 

increase in quality of land; that for those only who purchased land in other areas, 65.3% 

farmers said that the quality of their remaining land in village decreased due to thermal 

plant. A whooping 350 acres fertile land belonging to about 100 farmers gradually has 

turned barren in Sutana village as seepage of effluents containing barium, cadmium, 

chromium, lead and mercury contaminated the fields from the bottom ash disposal pond 

near the plant.  

Table 4: Impact on farming and other agricultural activities 

Sr. No Variable Increase Decrease Same 

4.1 Quality of land & effects due to 
projects 

31 
(20.7) 

98 
(65.3) 

21 
(14) 

4.2 Modernisation of Agriculture 46 
(30.7) 

32 
(21.3) 

72 
(48) 

4.3 Mechanisation of Agriculture 95 
(63.3) 

37 
(24.7) 

18 
(12) 

4.4 Agricultural loans & credits 51 
(34) 

63 
(42) 

36 
(24) 

4.5 Agricultural  income 48 
(32) 

72 
(48) 

30 
(20) 

4.6 Livestock income 76 
(50.7) 

31 
(20.7) 

43 
(28.7) 

              Source: Field Survey 
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Modernisation of agriculture here includes the new techniques, processes and methods of 

crop management and cultivation with the help of advanced technology with latest updated 

quality and verities of pesticides, seeds and fertilisers. On the other hand mechanisation of 

agriculture involves latest advanced tools, equipments and machinery used for farming. It 

includes machinery used for levelling of field, sowing, harvesting, irrigation etc.  

The modernisation and mechanisation of agriculture did not mean anything for those 

respondents whose land was acquired long back under Panipat thermal plant as they were 

struggling for rehabilitation and were fighting with diseases. The living conditions in these 

villages, has been disturbed with smoke, smog, dust, waste liquid from these thermal plants. 

Here 30.7% respondents said that there was increase in modernisation of agriculture while 

21.3% said it decreased and 48% said that land acquisition had no relation with the 

modernisation; it was almost same as that before acquisition. 63.3% respondents were of a 

view that with the arrival of cash in hands, they became capable of purchasing machinery, 

so mechanisation of agriculture increased, 24.7% respondents said land acquisition 

decreased the agricultural prospects in the area hence mechanisation has reduced in the 

area and 12% said there was no correlation with land acquisition and mechanisation, but it 

happened due to overall development of country and world.  

Agricultural loans and credits are one of the major problems faced by farmers in Haryana, as 

they are in the web of commission agents for day to day agricultural finance needs. From 

generations, financial needs of farmers have been fulfilling by commission agents with very 

high interest rates and they kept land records of the farmers under control against that 

finance. The land acquisition has released these land records and made farmers capable of 

returning the credits and loans to get free from the strongly weaved web of local financers. 

Here, farmers have already freed from big agricultural loans as the land was acquired many 

years back, but the medical bills made them to take personal loans from commission agents 

and banks. Agricultural loans and credits increased for 34%, decreased for 42% and 

remained same for 24%.  

 The land acquired was at low rates and farmers were not able to purchase more land, also 

the productivity of crops decreased due to pollution, 48% respondents said that their 

agricultural income decreased after land acquisition and 32% said it increased and 20% said 

it remained same. 
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The availability of land in villages became comparatively less than that of before acquisition, 

this available land was not enough for traditional farming so farmers started growing fodder 

crops for cattle. With the introduction of large projects near these villages, the population 

density increased due to the flow of workers in these areas. The increase in population 

density and reduction in land area diverted the normal livestock to business livestock as 

respondents have increased the numbers of cattle, now by selling milk they were earning 

handsome profits. The income from livestock increased for 50.7% respondents in totality; it 

decreased for 20.7% and remained same for 18.7%. In case of decreased response in 

livestock income, most of the respondents stop keeping cattle.  
Environmental Impacts: 

Table 5: Environmental Impacts 

Sr. No  
Environmental Impacts 

PANIPAT 
Increase Decrease Same 

5.1 Air pollution 150 
(100) 

0 
(0) 

0 
(0) 

5.2 Water Pollution 150 
(100) 

0 
(0) 

0 
(0) 

5.3 Noise Pollution 150 
(100) 

0 
(0) 

0 
(0) 

5.4 Health 0 
(0) 

143 
(95.3) 

7 
(4.7) 

                    Source: field survey  

Air Pollution: The above table shows that the air pollution level has risen steeply due to 

development of project. 100% responded steep rise in pollution level, no respondent said it 

decreased. Before land acquisition, these areas were used for mainly agricultural purposes 

and were full of greenery with pure and fresh air coming from trees and plants. The fresh air 

with the beauty of greenery and scented good smell coming out of the fields seemed 

heavenly.  

The fly ash, coal dust and fumes released out from thermal plant, cause respiratory 

problems to human beings. Coal combustion produces emissions of the following major 

pollutants: SO2, NOX, particulate matter, including particulates smaller than 10 microns that 

are referred to as Respirable Particulate Matter (RPM) and CO2 which is a major greenhouse 

gas. The ash spreads over plants and trees led to poor quality of fodder and crops ultimately 

effecting cattle health. Fly ash generated from the plant is commercially utilized in industries 

such as cement and ash brick manufactures. Due to easy availability of raw material and up 
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gradation of roads and infrastructure, many cement factories and brick manufacturers have 

been coming near these thermal plants; that too adding more dust, harmful chemicals and 

gases to the air. Some of the major problems reported  by respondents were irritation in 

eyes due to coal dust and fly ash; dark colour dust on crops, trees, equipments, inside rooms 

and furniture; cloths hanging outside turned darker; skin disease and respiratory problems; 

dust on fodder crops led to darkness, cattle did not accept this fodder for eating.  

Water Pollution: The thermal plant project has been generating waste water from the pre-

treatment plant, demineralization plant, cooling tower/boiler blow down, waste water from 

ultra filtration and RO unit, decanted water from ash dykes, service and wash waste water 

from different sections of the plants. The natural water resources have been polluted from 

the dust and almost covered by fly ash and coal dust. The poor quality water put adverse 

effect on human and cattle health also. Water logging became major problem in PTPS 

villages which led to damaging crops and structures. 100% respondents said that quality of 

water was poor and unfit for consumption. Only respondents which were rich and capable 

of purchasing water purification machines and other advance methods of water 

purifications used to drink clean water, but most of the respondents were using traditional 

ways of water cleaning and using poor quality water for drinking, cooking and other uses. 

Most of the respondents said that in starting, only thermal plants were responsible for air 

and water pollution but with the passage of time many cement factories and other related 

companies established in the area were also responsible for pollution. The taste of water 

became salty. It is clear that this project has been putting very severe and long lasting 

impact on quality and quantity of water in these areas.  

Noise Pollution: During construction phase of the project, the development activities 

generated noise from vehicle movement, operation of heavy equipment, machinery for site 

preparation and facility erection, the earthmoving, material handling and impact-based 

equipment have been contributing the most in noise pollution. The operations of thermal 

plant were creating significant noise level from turbines, compressors, transformers, coal 

handling plant, blow down of excess steam, steam venting from safety valves etc. In these 

areas, the respondents responded that in the initial stages the noise affected their routine 

activities especially in the night but with the passage of time the respondents have 

developed the habits of working in this environment. But 100 % of respondents said that the 
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noise pollution increased and the hidden health impacts would be seen on the coming 

generations also.   

Health: Near PTPS the impact could be seen and observed clearly as the thermal plant, 

cement factories and other related industries in the area have been releasing fly-ash, coal 

dust, harmful gases and chemicals in water and air from far back from 1980. In areas near 

PTPS, 95.3% respondents responded that the impact on their health was severely negative 

and long lasting; also one problem was leading to another such as skin infections, breathing 

problems, asthma and other respiratory problems and diseases. Water pollution/poor 

drinking water facilities in the area led to stomach ailment, fever and lower immunity in 

body. Water logging near the villages led to mosquitos’ related diseases and infections. Poor 

availability of medical and diagnosis facilities added to the problems of villagers. Most of 

respondents said that they used to visit three to four times to the doctors in a month. 

CONCLUSION AND POLICY IMPERATIVES:  

The above description shows that the development has been done at the cost of long term 

socio, economic and environment impacts on the rural people include loss of land, loss of 

means of livelihood, disruption of economic activities, persistent land related conflicts, 

inadequate and late compensation and severe environmental degradation, health problems 

and many social problems and issues. Compensation alone cannot solve the problems. The 

land acquisition process should be incorporated with new innovative modern solutions 

constituted of rehabilitation and resettlement aspects with the compensation amount at 

par with the market value. These solutions can be residential plots, one job per family, 

annual royalty, no litigation incentives etc. On the other hand there is need to develop social 

infrastructure and facilities, skill development programmes, investment guidance, 

environmental aspects etc. The highest compensation value achieved through the 

agricultural productivity and market rates should be offered to the stake holders with a 

consultative process of negotiation. Land is like diamonds but money is like ice. The 

government should organise seminars and other innovative ways to train farmers about the 

utilization of the compensation money and other modern agricultural techniques. 

Government must also conduct periodic inspections of the project site to evaluate the 

impacts. The Government should have a clear-cut policy regarding the acquisition of fertile 

agricultural land for the establishment of industries. The Government should explore all the 
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possibilities of the establishment of industries on non-agricultural land and mention this 

with reasons in the Gazette notification, if acquisition of agricultural land becomes 

unavoidable. The Gazette notifications for land acquisition must mention the type of land 

(agricultural, non-agricultural wasteland, orchard, pond, etc.) acquired for a particular 

project. And the state Government should publish a book from the Land and Land Reforms 

Department every year which would give the statistics on the type of land acquired by the 

Government in each district for development projects. This would enable the Government 

to evaluate its policy towards development (Guha 2001). Private developers are paying 

higher royalty for land than public projects as railways, airports, canals. If these different 

types of projects, private and public occur in one village at different time or in neighboring 

villages at the same time, farmers who are less compensated feel unequally treated by the 

Government. Such inequity contributes rising tensions and distrust between peasants and 

the Government. There should be equity on both the level of compensation as well as 

variations in payment in different situations because land has same importance for all 

farmers. Our current development paradigms need to be rethought and restructured. 
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